
 

14th July 2020 

To the church family in Ballyclare 

I hope as you read this that you, your family and your friends are well.  

Looking back over these last few months I hope and trust that you, like myself, have known God journeying 

with you. It is often the case, like the well-known Footprints poem, that we realise that God has brought 

us through, as we reflect upon the journey we have completed.  

As we continue walking together in the coming months my prayer is that, just like God went before his 

people in a pillar of cloud and fire and led them towards the promised land, we too might know God’s 

clear leading and presence with us.  

 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. 

My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.” Psalm 28:7 

 

These last months of lockdown have been a long journey for us all but we have been encouraged over 

these last weeks to see ‘small shoots of normal life’ returning. Along with these shoots we have to hear 

the words of the Chief Medical Officer for Northern Ireland just last week as he said, “We are up to the 

end of the beginning …". I think we are all mindful that the impact of Covid-19 on our individual lives, our 

community and our church family isn’t over.  

It has also been encouraging to hear from the Northern Ireland Executive that churches are now able to 

meet from Monday 29th June. The Kirk Session met and have begun the process towards enabling us to 

meet together again. In our discussion there were a number of important factors that we were mindful 

of …  

- The health and safety of everyone who would gather together in church  

- The need for us to abide by the advice / law of both the Presbyterian Church and local government.  

- The impact of 2 metre social distancing in reducing the number of family groups who can attend a 

church service.  

- Our desire as God’s people to meet together for worship. 

- That any gathering for church at this time would be different 



 

65 Low Road, Islandmagee 
Co. Antrim, BT40 3RD 

Northern Ireland 
phone: - 028 9338 2203          mobile: - 07795694499 

email:- islandmageePCI@gmail.com 
Ballyclare Presbyterian NIC (104849) 

 

o Roped off pews / sitting apart / impact on children’s ministry / acknowledging that some 

of our church family can’t attend / reduced numbers of those who could attend / no 

refreshments etc  

- The need to plan for the recommencement of other church related organisations, ministries and 

activities.  

Taking all these things into account it was decided that the correct thing was not meet during July and to 

aim towards August and September for a resumption of church services. The Kirk Session have therefore 

begun to make the necessary preparations (of which there are many). We have discovered over these 

past weeks that government advice has been continually changing and we will keep you informed over 

these coming weeks of the plans that are being made.  

Over the summer months and potentially into the autumn we will be continuing to provide a Sunday 

service online. Do take the opportunity to access this service (see church website or facebook page) or to 

avail of the DVD ministry by contacting your elder or Michelle.  

Can I thank you for your patience over these coming weeks and ask that you might pray for the Kirk Session 

and all involved in the planning and preparation for a return to meeting together. Please do not hesitate 

to contact myself if I can be of any help or if you have any questions. I look forward in the coming months 

to once again being together as a church family to worship our Faithful God.  

 

      Blessings  

 

       

Peter 
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